THE GREAT STATE

harmony between law and custom, order and free-
dom, and from a local connection in whatever re-
mains localised. I do not mean that such localisa-
tions need necessarily be those of an agricultural
community or the Normal Social Life. I am speak-
ing of local units of thought and administration.
The unit may be that of a township or county, but
clearly much law arising out of local matters must
be administered throughout a number of distributed
circles, and cannot be too rigidly centralised. Now,
the citizenship of the ancient civilised state was
destroyed just in so far as the feudal military system
crushed out civic life, and the feudal or territorial
units of justice were in turn crushed out by the
centralisation of justice as the bigger States of
Europe came to birth in the fifteenth and sixteenth
centuries. Modern citizenship was scarcely likely
to flourish in what Mr. Wells calls the "jerry-built
nationalities" of the last fifty years, or, even where
the nationality already existed, in the welter of
the industrial revolution.

The law of the Great State should, therefore, not
be too highly centralised, and should leave rooms
under its catholic universality for local, and not
merely local, but a certain kind of specialised Justice.
Much admirable work is clone by Commercial Court
judges and by magistrates paid and unpaid. By
"specialised Justice" I mean the kind of work that
is done by the Commercial Court or, on a smaller
scale, by the Incorporated Law Society's Discipline
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